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on his feet Then Anangardga* roused him from
his stupor by saying : Wert thou afraid of losing
me ? And he said : 0 my beloved, I am saved from
the mouth of death. Then she laughed low, and
said : There was no cause for fear. For had I again
answered a question to-day, I would have refused
to answer to-morrow, even though thou hadst asked
me nothing but my own name. But I could scarcely
endure to wait till to-morrow, and it is better as it
is. Then the King said : And why, O thou rogue,
didst thou not refuse to answer before, and save
me from torture? And Anangaraga" said : It was
torture also to me. And yet I know not why,
but there was nectar in the poison, and know, O my
lord, that this is the nature of women, that they
love to torment their lover, and refuse him what
they themselves most of all desire.

Then King Siiryakanta almost swooned away
from excess of joy. And he said: Come, let us
leave this place, which is hateful to me as the scene
of my sufferings, and let us return without delay
to my capital. And the Princess said : As my lord
pleases.

Then the King sent Rasakdsha, with all the
retinue of the Princess, on before. But he himseli
set out at night alone with his bride. And they